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INTRODUCTION

G eet i ngs,

My nanme is Dan Preston and | want to
t hank you very nmuch for taking the
time to sit down and read ny book.

| have been “playing” wth conputers
for several years now and have grown
to enjoy tinkering with them whet her
they are working at the nonent or
not .

| currently own 3 conputers of ny
own, but would love to have nore if |
had the roomfor them | truly enjoy
sol ving conput er probl ens when they
occur, but do resort to hair pulling
when | run into those stubborn ones
fromtine to tine. J

Whet her you' re looking to be a first
time buyer or maybe you' re just
soneone that is |ooking to upgrade to
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a nodern and nore dependabl e conputer
systemthis manual has been desi gned
for the novice person in mnd and to
aid in nmaki ng you aware of the
various routes that can be taken when
you decide to make that conputer

pur chase.

This is not a manual that will go in
depth as to the various conponents
that go into maki ng a conputer
because it would be outdated within a
month of the release due to the
constant changes in technol ogy.

However, | will point out a few well
witten books at the end of this
manual that | recommend which can
hel p you | earn nore about what nakes
a conputer “tick”.

Al so, please keep in mnd that this
manual is a tool for |earning so just
take your tinme and study the
Information that is provided for you

and hopefully your new gai ned wi sdom
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wi Il prove to be a valuable tool for
your next personal conputer purchase.

1’1l try not to go deeper into any
subj ect anynore than i s necessary
because | don’t want to confuse
anyone (like nyself J), but |I do find
much joy in teaching others........ SO

wat ch out!

Enj oy!

"Clipart copyright © by Tony Martin.".
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Your Optlons

When you have decided that it is tine
for you to nake your very first
purchase or upgrade the existing
conputer in your hone to sonething
with a bit nore conputing power you
are left with three basic options.

The options avail abl e are:

1) Purchase a “Brand Nane” Conputer
2) Purchase a “C one” Conputer

3) “Build Your Om” Conputer

Now t hat you know what the three
options are | will take you through
each one individually to explain the
advant ages and di sadvantages of them
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whi ch shoul d get you thinking as to
the route that is best for you to
foll ow

Note: Keep in mnd that the foll ow ng
exanpl es include, but are NOT limted
to the Advant ages/ Di sadvant ages t hat

| outline for you.
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Brand-Name PC

A “brand-nane” conputer is one that
I's manufactured by a conpany that is
recogni zabl e by nane.

Sone Advant ages/ D sadvant ages of
br and- nane conputers incl ude:

Advant ages:

1) Custoner Support- If you are
experiencing problens with your
conputer you wll have the option to
contact a representative of the
conpany that you purchased the PC
fromto get help in solving your

pr obl em

This alone is probably the best
reason to buy a brand-nane conputer.
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2) Warranty- Having a warranty is
al ways nice since it acts as a type
of security blanket for you.

In the case that a part on your
conputer should fail you should be
able to get the itemfixed at no
charge just as long as the warranty
has not expired.

Read and understand a conpany’s
warranty policy BEFORE you purchase a
conputer fromthem

This way you' Il have a good
under st andi ng of the procedures to
follow in case a problem shoul d
ari se.

3)Pre-install ed Software- Many
conpanies will include software
packages that are all set up and
ready to go for you on your conputer.

Al t hough, a di sadvantage of buying a

br and- nane conputer with software
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pre-installed is that you usually end
up with nore than fits your needs and
usually just results with the wasting
of space on your storage device.

4) Additional Support- Mst brand-
nanme conputer conpanies are al so able
to provide you with web sites that
may provide you with current software
updat es, user nmanuals, or basic

t roubl eshooti ng hel p.

Di sadvant ages-

1) The use of Proprietary parts- the
term Proprietary refers to products
that are unique to an individual
conpany and that conpany only.

So if a part was to nmal function on
your conputer after warranty and you
needed to replace it you could not
just go to your |local conputer store
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and purchase any old part even if it
was i ntended for the sane function as
the itemthat fail ed.

You woul d be forced to buy the exact
sane itemthat canme out of the
conputer or else the conmputer woul d
nore than likely cease to function
correctly.

Having to buy proprietary parts
usually i nvolves the need to place an
order which neans you'll have to wait
for the part to arrive or you'll have
to send your conputer into the
conpany or an authorized deal er of

t hat conpany for repairs.

People with a hone based busi ness
woul d probably not be too happy with
that situation at all.

2) Integrated/ On-board parts- In the
conputer world when you hear the word
I ntegrated or on-board it neans t hat
a particular part such as the nodem

or sound port where you plug in your
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speakers, is built-in or part of the
conputer main board (Al so known as

t he Mot her board).

This neans that if any of these itens
should fail, you can’'t just renove
them fromthe conputer and repl ace
themw th a new part. They are
usually soldered directly to the nmain
board and are stuck there.

Al t hough, sone conputers do provide a
way to disable a nmal functioning
device which will allow you to

i nstall your own store bought device
to take the place of the broken part.

From a conputer technicians point of
view this is not always easy to do.

It just depends on what brand of
conputer you currently have. Meaning
sone are easier to work on than

ot hers.
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Clone Pe

This type of conputer is exactly as
its title states. It’s a clone or a
copy of its brand-nane counterpart
with the exception that instead of
conpany specific or proprietary
parts, the itens used to nake a cl one
conputer are from several different
conpani es instead of only one.

Let’s say that if you were to go to a
| ocal conpany that builds “clone”
conputers, and you tell them what you
need, chances are they don’t use
parts that are specific to only that
type of conputer |ike the brand-nane
conput er conpani es do.

This 1s a good thing because it neans
that they wll probably use
conponents that are interchangeabl e
with many different brands and are
easy to cone by if needed.
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Sone Advant ages/ D sadvant ages of
Cl one conputers incl ude:

Advant ages:

1) Cost- conpared to brand-nane
conputers the clone will generally
be easier on your pocket book when
purchasing one with simlar
features as its brand-nane
counterpart.

This is nost likely due to the
noney that is saved by not

of fering the high-end custoner
servi ce.

Al t hough, that may not be the only
reason for the |lower prices.

2) Easily Accessi bl e Repl acenent

Parts- Since the conputer was
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built with parts that are not any
one conpany specific you can buy
parts for the clone conputer that
can be used even if the brand is
different fromthe one that was in
the conputer when you originally
bought it.

Note: Before you buy any parts, it
I S necessary to make sure that the
repl acenent parts are conpatible
with your particular conputers
system requirenents.

Ei t her consult the manual that
shoul d have cane with your
conputer or get help froma
know edgeabl e friend or

sal esperson.

Di sadvant ages:

1) Warranti es- Unl ess you purchase a
service plan you will typically
not have as an attractive warranty
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as you would wth a brand-nane
conmput er conpany.

What ever you do just nmake sure you
under st and how |l ong the warranty
is for and as to what kind of
repairs the warranty covers before
you nmake the purchase.

2) Custoner Support- Wth brand-nane
conputer conpanies you are usually
provided with a 24-hour toll free
nunber that you can call if you
have questions or concerns with
your conputer.

Cl one conputers are nore than

i kely not going to have a 24-hour
hel p service, but rather you wl|l
be forced to only be able to call
during regul ar business hours.

Also, it is nore than likely that
there will not be any one website
that you can go to in order to
find out informati on concerning
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t roubl eshooti ng questions you nay
have.

For service it may be necessary to
take the conputer back to the
store that you bought it at or you
may have to do sone research on
the individual parts that went
into the conputer and visit the
manuf act urers website for

t roubl eshooting tips.
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Bulld Your Own Computer

As the nane states, with this type
of approach you will put together
your very own system from scratch.

During this course of action you

wi || be responsible for buying
each i ndividual part and
assenbling it all together wth
the goal of having a fully
functional and trouble free system
when you’ re finished.

Personal Note: This is by far ny
favorite and nost rewardi ng course
of action when concerning
computers! J

Sone Advant ages/ D sadvant ages of
Bui | di ng Your Oan conputer include:

Advant ages:
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1) Opening all those boxes with the
vari ous conponents that you have
bought and then assenbling them
to produce an end product can be
quite a fun and enjoyabl e
experi ence.

2) The know edge you will gain from
researching the parts you wll
need to buy and studying all the
docunent ati on that cones packaged
with the conponents is worth a
bundle all in its own.

| f you have a chance to |learn
sonet hi ng new.....DO | T!

3) If you buy a pre-built conputer
it is nore than likely to have
pre-installed software al ready on
the system This would result in
you not getting the actual CD s
or manual s that belong to these
prograns whi ch woul d be needed if

you were wanting to reinstall a
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programthat has becone corrupted
and ceases to function properly.

| f you build your own conputer
you W Il be responsible for

pur chasi ng your own parts and in
return woul d be provided with all
t he needed manual s and CD s t hat
bel ongs to each device or
sof t war e package.

4) When buyi ng your own parts as
I ndi vi dual conponents you are in
control as to what features and
what brand is unique to each.

Di sadvant ages:

1) If you are in a hurry to get a
conputer up and functioning this
may not be the best route to take
because this process can take a
consi der abl e anpbunt of tine
especially if this is your first
time doing it.
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| f you al ready have a conputer
that works and you would like a
second conputer to possibly use
in a different roomor to sinply
repl ace your old and out dat ed
current machine and are in no
real hurry to do so, then build
your own for the experience.

2) |If you are concerned about having
a warranty or service plan it
woul d probably be best to seek
out a conputer that is already
assenbl ed.

The parts you purchase nmay have a
warranty, but the assenbled PC
woul d not .

3) Wien you purchase a pre-assenbl ed
conputer the parts used to put
t oget her the conpl ete system have
been tested for conpatibility
wi t h one anot her.
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| f you decide to build your own
system you may run into
conponents that don’t get al ong
or just won't function in the
presents of other devices you
have purchased.

It is a good idea to only buy
parts of nanme brand origin to
hel p elimnate or reduce such
a problem

4) | hate to say it (and sone peopl e
may di sagree with this J), but if
you plan on building a conputer
for the very first tinme, unless
you have accessi bl e connecti ons
to an experienced friend,
experi enced technician or service
center you can contact just in
case you encounter problens you
cannot figure out on your own,
bui | di ng your own conputer nay
not be the best deci sion.
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Don’t et nme keep you fromtrying
t hough!

It is my biggest wishes that such
an experience of building your
own conputer would prove to be an
enj oyabl e one.

| would feel bad to see anyone
get frustrated and quit wth
sonet hing that can prove to be
such a rewardi ng opportunity to
| ear n!
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Things to consider

Now t hat you should be a little nore
aware of the three choices you have
for obtaining a conputer, | wll now
briefly give you a few questions you
shoul d ask yourself before maki ng any
ki nd of purchase to help you nmake a
w se buyi ng deci sion.

These may even be sone questions that
a sal esperson may ask to help you
with your purchasi ng deci sion.

QUESTI ONS TO ASK YOURSELF BEFORE
PURCHASI NG A COVPUTER

1) What is the intended purpose(s)
of the conputer?

WIIl the purpose be to play
ganes, surf the internet, or
bot h?
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Dependi ng on what you intend to
use the conmputer for will greatly
af fect what the system shoul d be
equi pped with as far as hardware
and software prograns are

concer ned.

| f you plan on using your
conputer for nodern day video
ganes you will nost definitely
need a hi gh powered video system
fast conputer processor, adequate
hard drive space, plenty of
nmenory (RAM, and decent sound
out put .

|f you plan to just use the
conputer for word processing or
I nternet surfing you should be
OK wth a lower-end conputer
system

| personally would go for a high-
end systemto start with even if
| intended to just use the

conputer for surfing the internet
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or typing letters in a word
processi ng docunent so that just
in case | happen to find a
particular programthat | 1|ike,
but requires a conputer with the
capabilities to run high-end

prograns, | won’'t be forced to
updat e sooner than |I really want
t O.

2) |f you plan on buying a “cl one”
or “nane-brand” conputer you may
want to know what software cones
preinstalled on the system

Know ng what software prograns
are included preinstalled can
either elimnate the need for you
to purchase any additi onal
prograns to fit your needs or you
may have to purchase a program
that you want to have access to.

Note: The software that generally
cones preinstalled wth “brand-
nane” or “clone” conputers isn't

al ways high quality software,
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whi ch may cause conflicts when
you try to install software that
Is of high quality. So watch
out !

3) How good is the docunentation?

Knowi ng that you have access to
well witten and easy to
under st and nmanual s can prove to
be a great asset if you require
help with m nor troubl eshooting
or proper system set up.

Docunentation is a nust if you
pl an on buil di ng your own
conput er!

4) What is the warranty or return
policy?

Just |ike when buying a car or
any ot her high priced piece of
equi pmrent you want to pay cl ose
attention as to what is and is
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not covered by the warranty and
exactly what parts are excl uded
fromcoverage if any.

You wll also want to find out
what the exchange or return
policy is just in case you end up
with sonething that just doesn’t
perform as expected and possibly
be able to get your noney back if
a probl em occurs.

5) Is there any room for expansion?

When purchasing a conputer it is
a W se idea to nake sure that
your conputer’s “nmain board”

(a. k.a. nother board) has plenty
of open expansion slots in case
you decide that you would like to
add on a particular device to the
system

One of the main types of
expansi on slots found on a

“not her board” would be what is
known as a PCl slot.
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MOTHER
BOARD

*Just in case you don’t know what
a PCl slot |looks like |I have

I ncl uded the above picture to
point it out to you.

For exanple: Lets say that you
purchase a conputer and at the
tinme it cones equi pped wth
everyt hing that you want, but

t hen one day you decide that you
woul d i ke access to the internet
with use of a nodem

In order to install that nodem
your conputer’s nother board w ||

require an enpty PCl slot.
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| f you don’t have an enpty PCl
sl ot to accommpdate the nodem

you wll be forced to either get
a new not her board installed on
your conputer that has nore

slots, renpbve an unused or sel dom
used device fromthe conmputer, or
forget about using the nodem

When | ooking at conputers, |

al ways | ook for the ones wth at

| east 4-5 PCl slots. This way |
know | "Il have plenty off roomto
expand ny system features.
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A FEW LAST WORDS

Before | end the | esson on how to
purchase the perfect conputer |
wanted to say that no matter what
pl an of attack you take, whether you
buy a brand-nane, clone, or build
your own system just nake sure you
get what you want by doing research
and asking lots of questions both to
yourself and to the sales person if
you decide to get assistance with
maki ng the right purchase.
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CLOSING

| am glad that you have made it to the end of your lesson.

| truly hope that you have found this book to be of great value, but more
Importantly as an opportunity to learn.

Until next time, | want to wish you all the best and may you never stop
learning!

Thank You!

Dan Preston

P.S. If you feel that this book was useful or helped you in any way |
am always happy to accept donations in any form to help keep this
book and all the other information | provide free of charge and
available to all others who seek computer help.

If you want to donate via Pay-Pal just follow the URL:

http://infoheaven.bravepages.com/donation/Donations.htm

All contributions are very much appreciated!
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Valuable Resources

*If you are new to computers or even if you are not and you need a reliable source
to help answer your computer “how-to” related questions | recommend visiting
the Newbie Club at http://www.newbieclub.com/?infoheaven .

*Learn a valuable skill and get an in depth explanation of the various computer
components by reading “How To Build Your Own Computer” Get details at
http://infoheaven.bravepages.com/PC%20BUILDER/index.htm

*If you would like to learn how to take care of and possibly greatly extend the life
of your computer, get your copy of “How and Why To Care For Your Computer”
today at:

http://infoheaven.bravepages.com/DansEBOOK/index.htm (Written by me)
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Contact e

MY CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have any other computer or even non-computer related subjects you would
like me to write about please feel free to email me at: glowboy70@hotmail.com.

*For more information packed digital books and a tour of my web site please visit:
http://infoheaven-digital-books.com
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Legal Stuff

By using this manual you agree to the following:
Perform all tasks at your own risk.

All items in this book are copyrighted by the author and may not be copied, resold, or distributed
without the written permission by the copyright holder.

You are welcome to offer this book as a FREE give away. Do not charge any amount of money for
this book.

This book is intended to be a source of information only, the author is very knowledgeable with
the subject matter discussed in this book, but if any problems or damage to your equipment
should occur whether it is accidental or otherwise, the author or anyone associated with the
author does not and will not be held liable for any problems that may occur from the use of this
book.

If you get to a point where you feel incapable of performing certain tasks it may be wise to consult
professional assistance.

Email glowboy70@hotmail.com for questions.

All clip art provided by (Unless otherwise noted):
The Hassle Free Clip Art Guide
http://members.lycos.co.uk/hfguide/index.html
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